[Mechanism of action and the effectiveness of ethacizin in patients with paroxysmal atrioventricular nodal reciprocal tachycardia].
An electrophysiologic study of ethacizin's mechanisms of action was carried out in patients with paroxysmal atrioventricular nodal tachycardia. Tachycardia was controlled by 0.5 mg/kg ethacizin in all patients. No patients demonstrated induced tachycardia in the presence of the drug, and 55% developed a complete retrograde atrioventricular block. The assessment of the preventive effect of oral ethacizin administration showed that paroxysms of tachycardia could not be provoked by esophageal electrostimulation of the heart in 87% of the patients. In the same patients, stable antiarrhythmic effect was maintained by long-term treatment with this drug. The suppression of retrograde stimulus conduction along the quick path of the atrioventricular node is assumed to be the principal electrophysiological mechanism of ethacizin action. Ethacizin can be used to control or prevent paroxysms of atrioventricular nodal tachycardia.